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High public support attests to
success of CPC’s self-reform
GT: What developments and achieve-

ments in China over the past 10 years
have impressed you the most?

Boer: Apart from the more obvious
achievements, such as achieving a
well-off society, the overcoming of abEditor’s Note:
solute poverty and so on, I would like
China had an epic decade since 2012. Particularly in the last five years, which are truly
to emphasize following achievements:
momentous, extraordinary, the country has successfully dealt with major challenges
The first concerns a growing culincluding turbulent developments in Hong Kong Special Administrative Region and
tural confidence. I have noticed that
the COVID-19 epidemic. The 20th National Congress of the Communist Party of
Chinese scholars and many others
China (CPC) has laid out plans for the strategic missions and major measures in the
have become engaged internationally
next five years, getting the efforts to build a modern socialist country in all respects
in so many ways. They are fearlessly
off to a good start.
prepared to go wherever there is a
Roland Boer (Boer), a Marxist scholar from Australia, told Global Times reporter
need, to explain calmly and ratio(GT) Liu Zixuan that “by combining long-term planning with significant flexibility, the
nally what China can contribute to the
CPC has emerged as one of the most successful political parties in the world.”
world.
The second feature I have noticed
have indeed been extraordinary. I was
based on antagonisOPTALK
is the extraordinary ability to manage
in Beijing when 19th CPC National
tic contradictions:
rapid growth in economic, political,
Congress took place. In the last five
class conflict has
and social terms in a stable manner.
years, all governments and political
led to the capitalist
In other parts of the world where they
parties throughout the world have
form of the state, and political parties
have experienced rapid development,
faced and continued to face huge chalare engaged in constant conflict with
it has been deeply disruptive and full
lenges and problems, and few have
one another. The election cycle in
of conflict. But not so in China, where
done well.
Western countries is an effort to manthe development has by and large been
In this context, the achievements of
age these contradictions, but what we
achieved in a stable and harmonious
the CPC have been even more remarkfind is that when an opposition party
manner. Where contradictions have
able: facing the challenge of COcomes to power, they spend much of
threatened to become a problem, careVID-19; the stabilization and further
their time undoing the policies of the
ful management has ensured that the
development of Hong Kong Special
previous government. Now that this
problem was resolved.
Administrative Region; peace, stability,
system is in an obvious state of decline
The third one is a very personal
and harmony in Xinjiang with notable
and fragmentation, there is simply
experience. It is what I call the greeneconomic and social development;
no long-term planning. For example,
ing of China.
rolling out the world’s most compreyou can see this with the energy and
The waters had been cleaned up so
hensive social security system, well-off
economic crisis in Europe today.
that water-life returned; the plantsociety, overcoming absolute poverty,
By contrast, a socialist system opering of so many trees and shrubs was
the list could go on. By combining
ates with non-antagonistic contraamazing. Alongside strict observance
long-term planning with significant
dictions. Of course, there are many
of environmental laws, these efflexibility, the CPC has emerged as one
contradictions on the path of socialist
forts required long-term
of the – actually, I should say
construction, and these need to be
implementation. On my
the – most successful politimanaged. But the basis is that the
hikes, I was experiencing
cal party in the world.
contradictions are not antagonistic,
the greening of Beijing.
are not struggling with each other for
And in my many travels to
GT: In the upcoming five
dominance. This reality is very clear
the regions of China, I have
years, there will be uncerin the combination of electoral and
also noticed the greening of
tainties and difficulties for all
consultative democracy in China,
China as whole, so much
countries. What advantages
with other political parties, minority
so that China now leads the
does transcending the elecgroups, mass organizations, etc, workworld in “green growth.”
tion cycle give the CPC in
ing together for a common goal.
Finally, I have been
governing?
struck by the consolidation
Boer: I would like to put
GT: In your opinion, what misunderand maturing of socialist
my answer in more philostandings does the West have about
Roland Boer
rule of law and democracy. Photo: newcastle.edu.au sophical terms. The crucial
China and why do they have?
difference is between
Boer: In the West, – actually a small
GT: The five years since the 19th Naantagonistic and non-antagonistic
number of countries that make up
tional Congress of the CPC have been
contradictions.
only 14 percent of the world’s popuextraordinary and unprecedented. What
The Western political system is
lation – they tend to forget the
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do these five years mean for the CPC?

Boer: The last five years
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historical development and concrete
conditions of the methods that they
have developed. As a result, they
assume that Western methods and categories are universal and that they can
be applied everywhere in the world.
This is false universal, since Western
methods cannot be applied in such a
manner.
I think developing countries in
many parts of the
world have a better
understanding,
巅峰对话
since they share
as a deep level
China’s experiences of semi-colonialism, humiliation, and deep poverty. In
regard to the few Western countries of
the world, this will simply take longer.
There is a need to continue the process of translating scholarly works, to
explain again and again how China’s
system works, and work together with
many other countries to promote a
genuinely multi-polar world.
GT: Compared with Western political
parties, self-reform is a major feature
of the CPC. How do you understand
the CPC’s self-reform compared to the
Western political ecology?

Boer: In terms of the Western political ecology, the huge problems that
have become apparent today have a
longer history. More than 30 years
ago, Western countries thought they
had triumphed, that their system was
the perfect one that all should adopt –
think of the proclamations of the “end
of history” at the time.
But there was a problem: when they
assumed they were triumphant, these
Western countries and their political systems and their political parties
ceased to reform and renew themselves. They stagnated, fragmented,
and are now facing major crises. Trust
in governance and public institutions
is now at an all-time low.
In international survey, China is
one of the top countries in the world
for trust in governance and public
institutions, as well as confidence in
the direction the country is going. The
figures are in the high 80 percent and
more usually in the 90 percent range.
This is a huge testament to the success of self-reform of the CPC.

