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On 5 March, 1946, Winston Churchill delivered his infamous 'Iron Curtain' speech in Fulton, in the United
States of America. Soon after, Stalin was interviewed concerning his response to the speech. He was, 
understandably, somewhat taken aback, since there had been a number of agreements made for post-war
peaceful cooperation. In particular, Stalin observes:

Mr. Churchill and his friends bear a striking resemblance to Hitler and his friends. Hitler 
began his work of unleashing war by proclaiming a race theory, declaring that only German-
speaking people constituted a superior nation. Mr. Churchill sets out to unleash war with a 
race theory, asserting that only English-speaking nations are superior nations, who are called
upon to decide the destinies of the entire world. The German race theory led Hitler and his 
friends to the conclusion that the Germans, as the only superior nation, should rule over 
other nations. The English race theory leads Mr. Churchill and his friends to the conclusion 
that the English-speaking nations, as the only superior nations, should rule over the rest of 
the nations of the world.

Actually, Mr. Churchill, and his friends in Britain and the United States, present to the non-
English speaking nations something in the nature of an ultimatum: 'Accept our rule 
voluntarily, and then all will be well; otherwise war is inevitable' ...

Mr. Churchill asserts that 'Warsaw, Berlin, Prague, Vienna, Budapest, Belgrade, Bucharest, 
Sofia—all these famous cities and the populations around them lie within the Soviet sphere 
and are all subject in one form or another not only to Soviet influence, but to a very high and 
increasing measure of control from Moscow'. Mr. Churchill describes all this as 'unlimited 
expansionist tendencies' on the part of the Soviet Union.

It needs no particular effort to show that in this Mr. Churchill grossly and unceremoniously 
slanders both Moscow, and the above-named States bordering on the U.S.S.R.

In the first place it is quite absurd to speak of exclusive control by the U.S.S.R. in Vienna and 
Berlin, where there are Allied Control Councils made up of the representatives of four States 
and where the U.S.S.R. has only one-quarter of the votes. It does happen that some people 
cannot help in engaging in slander. But still, there is a limit to everything.

Secondly, the following circumstance should not be forgotten. The Germans made their 
invasion of the U.S.S.R. through Finland, Poland, Rumania, Bulgaria and Hungary. The 
Germans were able to make their invasion through these countries because, at the time, 
governments hostile to the Soviet Union existed in these countries. As a result of the German
invasion the Soviet Union has lost irretrievably in the fighting against the Germans, and also 
through the German occupation and the deportation of Soviet citizens to German servitude, 
a total of about seven million people. In other words, the Soviet Union’s loss of life has been 
several times greater than that of Britain and the United States of America put together. 
Possibly in some quarters an inclination is felt to forget about these colossal sacrifices of the 
Soviet people which secured the liberation of Europe from the Hitlerite yoke. But the Soviet 
Union cannot forget about them. And so what can there be surprising about the fact that the 



Soviet Union, anxious for its future safety, is trying to see to it that governments loyal in their 
attitude to the Soviet Union should exist in these countries? How can anyone, who has not 
taken leave of his wits, describe these peaceful aspirations of the Soviet Union as 
expansionist tendencies on the part of our State? ...

Mr. Churchill would like Poland to be administered by Sosnkowski and Anders, Yugoslavia by
Mikhailovich and Pavelich, Rumania by Prince Stirbey and Radescu, Hungary and Austria by 
some King of the House of Hapsburg, and so on. Mr. Churchill wants to assure us that these 
gentlemen from the Fascist backyard can ensure true democracy.

Such is the “democracy” of Mr. Churchill.


